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2008 zZinfandel *‘Pato Vineyard’ — When this vineyard was being planted, William Jennings
Bryan was being nominated as the Democratic candidate for president. Now, more than 110
years later, the vines are still producing a small crop. The wine we make from it has been hailed
as one of the most respected bottlings of Zinfandel to come out of the state. We’re aware that
many winemakers would succeed with the fruit from this unique vineyard; we feel fortunate to
be the temporary beneficiaries of a rare treasure. We refrigerate the grapes as they are harvested,
meticulously inspect every cluster twice before crushing it, and do a skin contact maceration for
45-60 days before the tank is drained and pressed. The finished wine is then aged in 60-gallon
French oak barrels for 10 months before our customary unfiltered bottling.
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